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Current uses and development of natural resources, technolo-
gies and production processes, as well as urbanization patterns,
have negative effects on human health and the environment.
This is illustrated by unsustainable use of water, land and ener-
gy, air and water pollution, persistent and toxic bio-accumu-
lative chemicals in the food chain, and other industry-related
problems. To have a healthy environment, we need to change
how we produce and consume goods and services. This
change involves revising and developing economic policies
and trade practices so as to integrate environmental issues in
the planning and assessment processes.

UNEP’s Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (UNEP
DTIE) was created in 1998 to help decision-makers in govern-
ments, local authorities and industry develop and adopt poli-
cies and practices that:

• are cleaner and safer; 
• use natural resources efficiently; 
• ensure adequate management of chemicals; 
• incorporate environmental costs; 
• reduce pollution and risks for humans and the environment.

UNEP DTIE, whose main office is in Paris, is composed of: 

◆ The International Environmental Technology Centre
( O s a k a ) , which promotes the adoption and use of environ-
mentally sound technologies, with a focus on the environ-
mental management of cities and freshwater basins, in
developing countries and countries in transition.

◆ The Production and Consumption Unit (Paris) , which fos-
ters the development of cleaner and safer production and
consumption patterns that lead to increased efficiency in the
use of natural resources and reductions in pollution.

◆ The Chemicals Unit (Geneva) , which promotes sustainable
development by catalyzing global actions and building nation-
al capacities for the sound management of chemicals and the
improvement of chemical safety world-wide, with a priority on
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and Prior Informed
Consent (PIC, jointly with FAO).

◆ The Energy and OzonAction Unit (Paris) , which supports
the phase-out of ozone depleting substances in developing
countries and countries with economies in transition, and pro-
motes good management practices and use of energy, with a
focus on atmospheric impacts. The UNEP/RISØ C o l l a b o r a t i n g
Centre on Energy and Environment supports the work of this
U n i t .

◆ The Economics and Trade Unit (Geneva) , which promotes
the use and application of assessment and incentive tools for
environmental policy, and helps improve the understanding
of linkages between trade and environment and the role of
financial institutions in promoting sustainable development.

FEEDBACK
If you would like to respond to something you’ve read here – 
to agree or disagree with a point of view, clarify a fact, 
or provide additional information – write to us. If you would like 
to air your views on any other subject relevant to Industry and
Environment, we would also like to hear from you. As space is limited, 
we cannot guarantee to publish all letters, or to publish long
ones in full.
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✄

For over 20 years, the quart e r l y I n d u s t ry and Enviro n m e n thas provided a forum for exchanging
i n f o rmation and experience. A rticles are contributed by industry managers, government off i-
cials, re s e a rchers and others active in the field of sustainable industrial development. Besides
re p o rting on developments of broad international interest, each issue focuses on a part i c u l a r
t h e m e . The themes of recent issues have included environmental management of industrial
estates, product development, industrial accidents, mining, voluntary initiatives, service indus-
tries, and the agri-food industry. For a list of past issues and their availability, contact UNEP
DTIE or visit http://www. u n e p t i e . o rg / h p _ d i v i s i o n _ o ff i c e . h t m l .

The next issue of I n d u s t ry and Enviro n m e n twill focus on energ y.

I n d u s t ry and Enviro n m e n tis an English language publication, but it often includes articles in
F rench and Spanish. All contributed articles are accompanied by summaries in English,
F rench and Spanish.

The review is also available in Chinese. 
For further details, please contact: 
Professor Chen Dingmao 
Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences 
Academia Sinica P.O. Box 2871, Beijing 100085, China


