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Outline

¹ Background

¹ What are the objectives?

¹ How does it work?

¹ What has been achieved?

¹ What are the upcoming activities?

Workshop on Sustainable Resource and Materials Management, 1st December 2009, Paris , France 



Background

Understanding how to decouple 
environmental impacts and resource 
use from economic growth é

é while avoiding burden 
shifting between countries , 
generations , impact 
categories and life cycle 
stages.

What are we talking about?

 

 

Resource use

Economic activity

Environmental impacts

Quality of the environment

Time
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Background

World Summit for Sustainable Development , 
Joint Plan of Implementation

Chapter II: Poverty Eradication

Resource use contributing to MDGs

Chapter III: Consumption

delinking economic growth and environmental 
degradation through improving efficiency and 
sustainability in the use of resources and production 
processes and reducing resource degradation, pollution 
and waste.

UNEP Medium Term Strategy : 

Resource Efficiency identified as a core dimension 

of the global environment governance  

What is the Global Context?
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Objectives

Terms of Reference:

¹ To provide independent, coherent and authoritative 
scientific assessments of policy relevance on the 
sustainable use of natural resources and in particular their 
environmental impacts over the full life cycle;

¹ To contribute to a better understanding of how to 
decouple economic growth from environmental 
degradation.

In short : To give decision -makers the information 
they need to respond to resource challenges
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Working Groups

Scientific understanding of decoupling and resource productivity

Objective: To provide a scientific understanding of decoupling and resource productivity and related 

policies and methodologies.

The environmental impacts of products and materials

Objective: To provide  authoritative, coherent, policy relevant assessments on which product 

groups and materials are most responsible for environmental impacts and resource scarcity and 

options for decreasing their impacts.

Assessing biofuels

Objective: To improve the analytical basis for decision making towards sustainable production and 

use of biomass for energy purposes ("biofuels"), at the international, regional and national level.

Global metals flows

Objective: To contribute to the promotion of reuse and recycling activities of metals and the 

establishment of the international sound material-cycle society by providing scientific and 

authoritative assessment studies on the global flows of metals.

Water Efficiency

Objective: T o improve the analytical basis for decision making on efficient utilisation of 
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How it works
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Direction, 
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Secretariat

New WGs under consideration: Water and Conceptual Framework
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How it works

Meet 

the Panel:
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How it works

Meet the Steering Committee:

Â Government : Canada, China, Chile, EC, Egypt, Finland, 
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Norway, Russia, South Africa, Tanzania and 
USA, OECD.

Â Civil Society Organisations : ICSU, IUCN, and WBCSD . 

Â Observers : Switzerland and UK.
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Achievements

Å Mainstreaming of the Resource Panel:
Å Identified substantive issues through scientific consultation

Å Governmental and Civil Society support secured 

Å 26 eminent multidisciplinary scientific experts on board

Å Working procedures (ToRs, peer review, member selection)

Å Work plan of the Panel (Reviewed at biannual meetings)

Å Four Assessment Reports underway.

Å International cooperation
Å OECD-UNEP Conference on Resource Efficienc y 

Å Recognised by the G8 Environment Ministers in Kobe Action Plan.

Å World Resource Form (lead up to World Economic Forum 2010)

Å UNEP
Å Governing Council Side Event (Marrakech Process, Green Economy)

Å Initiated Interdivisional Task Team in UNEP

Å Information dissemination at various Global fora
Å Green Week (EC), ISIE 2009, Asia R egional Seminar on SRM   
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éand the Role

¹ Linking Science and Decision making ïbringing 
together the knowledge existing in scientific literature 
for science based policy at the international, regional, 
national, and sectoral levels.

¹ Moving towards a common framework for coherent, 
collective response to the challenges posed by 
unsustainable resource management. 

The Resource Panel could not exist without the 
vision, expertise and dedication of the scientific 
community, including of course the Resource Panel 
members.
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Thank you for your attention!
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5th Resource Panel meeting, Beijing, China, November 2009
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