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Sustainable resource management is getting higher priority on the policy agenda, due to 
the financial turmoil, increasing commodity price volatility and related development and 
environmental concerns. Governments and international organizations such as UNEP 
and the OECD, as well as the G8, have been continuously adjusting their activities to 
strengthen their resource management activities over the last months. 

This paper summarizes some recent developments among key players in the field of 
sustainable resource management and useful synergies for the Resource Panel, 
synergies that are expected to increase its visibility and relevance, develop mutually 
reinforcing joint activities and/or add value to respective objectives and activities: 

• The agenda of UNEP's 25th Governing Council/Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum includes key topics and initiatives of relevance for 
sustainable resource management; 

• The members of the Advisory Committee for the preparation of the 10 Year 
Framework of Programmes on SCP, in the context of the Marrakech Process, 
have recently considered ways to increase the synergies between their 
activities and the Resource Panel, stating that resource efficiency is a core 
dimension in SCP policies; ideas from the Resource Panel on ways and 
means for achieving synergies would be welcome; 

• The follow-up of the reference to the Resource Panel made by the G8 (The 
G8 has met in Kobe, Japan in April 2008, and has included the Resource 
Panel in its Kobe 3R Action Plan) ;   

• A first 'World Resource Forum' will be organised, in Davos, Switzerland, 
September 2009, and the organizers have requested cooperation with the 
Resource Panel; 

• The Dutch government has explored ways for the Resource Panel to 
cooperate with the World Watch Institute on a 'vision report'.     

This overview is presented for information and as a basis for a discussion on the specific 
activities the Panel and its Steering Committee may wish to undertake so as to develop 
and strengthen synergies with relevant partners and programmes.   

 

Introduction 
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The 25th session of UNEP Governing Council (GC25, to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, 16-
20 February 2009) will address key themes that are critical in the perspective of 
resource management. The meeting will decide on the objectives and expected 
accomplishments of the 6 thematic sub-programmes that structure the UNEP's Mid Term 
Strategy (MTS) for 2010-2013, which includes Resource Efficiency/Sustainable 
Consumption and Production (RE-SCP) as one of its six priorities.  

The objective of the RE-SCP sub-programme is that natural resources are produced, 
processed and consumed in a more environmentally sustainable way. A decoupling of 
growth in production and consumption of goods and services from resource depletion 
and environmental degradation will be promoted, and the scientific base for doing so will 
be strengthened. The main expected accomplishments are:  

• resource efficiency should be increased and pollution reduced over product 
life cycles and along supply chains;   

• investment in efficient, clean and safe industrial production methods should 
be increased through public policies and private sector action; and   

• consumer choice should favour more resource efficient and environmentally 
friendly products. 

The principal topic for the ministerial consultations is: ‘Globalization and the Environment 
– ‘Global Crises: National Chaos?’ . This session will provide the world’s environment 
ministers with the opportunity to address in a comprehensive manner how: 

• to meet multiple environmental and development challenges at the country 
level, and to capture the opportunities that might arise; and  

• national and international environmental governance, including financing 
mechanisms, could better support such endeavours. 

Inputs for the meeting and the various side-events will be provided by the UNEP 
secretariat, including information on the Resource Panel and the Green Economy 
Initiative. This initiative was launched in October 2008, and aims at promoting growth, 
combating climate change and triggering an employment boom in the 21st century. 
Investments in clean technologies and 'natural' infrastructure, such as forests and soils, 
will be strengthened through this new initiative. The Green Economy Initiative will draw 
on the existing and considerable body of work generated by UNEP, the UN-system and 
others. In 18 to 24 months, it should deliver a comprehensive assessment and tool kit for 
making the necessary transition. 

 

I.  UNEP Governing Council and the Green Economy 
Initiative  
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In its recent meeting, held in Paris, October 23, the Advisory Committee of the 
Marrakech Process has welcomed the opportunity of cooperation with the Resource 
Panel, in line with the outcomes of the Rome Panel and Steering Committee meetings. It 
also recommended that these synergies are further explored in the coming months and 
a comprehensive list of common activities is effectively compiled by the respective 
Secretariats of both initiatives.     

The Marrakech Process was launched as a response to the call, in the Johannesburg 
Plan of Implementation, for actions at all levels to “accelerate the shift towards 
sustainable consumption and production (…) by de-linking economic growth and 
environmental degradation through improving efficiency and sustainability in the use of 
resources and production processes and reducing resource degradation, pollution and 
waste”.  

The Resource Panel, which was officially launched in 2007 in Budapest, shares the 
same vision. Its general aim inscribes in the Marrakech process vision, while focusing on 
the environmental and socio-economic impacts of global resource use. It relies on the 
same assumption: broad awareness and cooperation amongst developed and 
developing countries and proper understanding of the scientific basis for decoupling are 
key for achieving lasting success. It also refers to similar technical concepts and 
methodologies, including resource flow analysis and life cycle assessments. 

Therefore, taking advantage of the synergies and complementarities between these two 
initiatives opens up promising avenues for the promotion of SCP policies. With 
distinctive approaches, assets and networks, these initiatives have important potential 
for achieving synergies and for strengthening each other's added value. The Resource 
Panel can in particular be expected to provide the following inputs and insights:  

• Providing a solid and scientific basis to the elaboration of the 10YFP, through 
scientific and authoritative assessments on the literature related to resource 
depletion and associated environmental impacts, global indicators for 
resource efficiency, projections for the coming decades and alternative 
resource consumption scenarios; 

• Providing authoritative understanding of concepts, definitions, methodologies, 
potential and priority sectors in the field of decoupling from a global 
perspective;   

• Contributing to the work of the Marrakech Task Forces with scientific 
assessments if requested. Identifying needs for new task forces and priority 
areas, and disseminating cutting edge knowledge on crosscutting issues;  

• Facilitating increased involvement by scientist networks around the world in 
the 10YFP, while increasing the understanding of policy makers on 
sustainable consumption and production, resource management, material 
flow analysis and related concepts; 

 

II.  Marrakech Process and 10YFP 
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In return, a reinforced cooperation with the Marrakech Process will: 

• Strengthen the linkages between the Panel and the decision makers 
represented in the Commission for Sustainable Development, and indirectly 
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

•  Foster the relationships between the Panel and the various stakeholders of 
the Marrakech Process, including the major groups representing NGOs and 
the Business and Industry communities. 

•  Enrich the work of Panel on prioritization and other sectoral activities, by 
linking it with the regional evaluation made through the Marrakech Process. 
The regional consultation process and the various national and sub-regional 
SCP roundtables have allowed to facilitate information exchange on SCP, 
compile and disseminate case studies in the application of SCP policies and 
strategies. This consultation process has  resulted in technical and policy 
inputs to regional initiatives, sub-regional and regional projects on SCP, 
training workshops and seminars on selected topics. It contributed to 
improved definition and identification of regional needs and priorities related 
to SCP. These activities will provide very valuable materials and knowledge 
to the Panel, helping it for instance to integrate the cultural differences in its 
prioritization review. 

• Enlarge the perspective of the Panel, introducing new questions related to 
practical cases and policy issues.   
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The organisers of the first World Resources Forum (WRF) have invited the Resource 
Panel to explore synergies in organising the event (side-events, keynote speakers, 
working groups) and in advising on the Declaration that they intend to launch at that 
occasion.  The WRF aims to transcend the current political focus on greenhouse gas 
emissions and to bring the broader issues of global resource consumption and resource 
productivity onto the agenda. The work and conclusions of the WRF will be brought to 
the attention of governments, industry, academia, NGOs and civil society as a whole.  

The event will be held in Davos, Switzerland, 16 September 2009, and will bring natural 
scientists, engineers, economists and political decision makers together to identify policy 
options for sustainable growth. The Forum is an initiative of the Factor Ten Institute and 
EMPA (the Swiss Federal Laboratories for Materials Testing and Research, St. Gallen). 
More information to be found on http://www.worldresourcesforum.org.  

Various Panel Members (including Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker, Yuichi Moriguchi, 
Stefan Bringezu, Ashok Khosla, Jacqueline McGlade, Marina Fischer-Kowalski) and the 
UNEP Secretariat (Bas de Leeuw) are represented in the WRF Advisory Board, which 
had a first meeting in St. Gallen, 19 September 2008. 

The event is scheduled back to back with the R'09 World Congress (R for Recycling), to 
be held simultaneously in Japan (Nagoya University) and Switzerland (Davos). The 
R’World Congress series promotes innovative technologies and frameworks for resource 
management to improve material and energy efficiencies in the production, use, and 
recycling of materials. The R’09 Twin World Congress is the 9th event in the bi-annual 
R’World Congress series, which started in 1993. It aims at improving material and 
energy efficiencies in industry, including energy supply, cement and building materials, 
metallurgical, chemical, glass, pulp and paper, machinery, automobile and electronic 
industries as well as activities of collection, sorting, further treatment and final disposal of 
post-consumer material. Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are of 
increasing importance in resource management and will find special consideration at 
R’09.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.   World Resource Forum  
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In their meeting of July 2-4, 2008, held in Kobe, Japan, the G8 environment ministers 
issued the "Kobe 3R Action Plan", in a bid to promote the efficient use of resources and 
a greater harmony between environment and economy.  

This Action plan (action 1.2) welcomes the adoption of the OECD Council 
recommendation on Resource Productivity and also calls upon supporting "international 
collaborative work that analyses material flows and associated environmental/economic 
impacts towards sustainable resource management through agencies and initiatives 
such as OECD and UNEP (UNEP is host for the International Panel for Sustainable 
Resource Management which was established in 2007 with the overall objective to 
provide independent scientific assessment of the environmental impacts due to the use 
of resources over the full life cycle, and advise governments and organisations on ways 
to reduce these impacts). The panel members participate in their capacity of 
internationally recognized experts.” 

By promoting sustainable consumption and production, the 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle) activities can indeed increase resource productivity and contribute to 
decoupling resource consumption and related environmental degradation. The plan 
highlights the importance of collaborating with developing countries to improve their 
capacity, in particular helping them develop databases, information sharing and 
monitoring mechanisms, institutional design and policy planning. 

The full text of the plan is to be found on:  http://www.env.go.jp/en/focus/attach/080610-
a5.pdf 

The Group of Eight is composed of the United States, Japan, Germany, France, Britain, 
Italy, Canada, and Russia. Officials from the European Commission, emerging 
economies, including China, India and Brazil, and international organizations were also 
invited to be present at the meeting in Kobe. Their next meeting will be in March, 2009, 
in La Maddalena, Italy.   

IV.   G8  
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The World Watch Institute has started drafting a synthesis of existing studies that 
underpin the need for sustainable resource management. The overview  should be 
easily accessible and readable for general public and policy makers. It should also form 
a general underpinning for defining a strategy to manage natural resources sustainably. 
Based on the facts gathered, the report will give an initial prioritization of natural 
resources. 

It will also analyze current initiatives on resource management and key concepts such 
as 3R, circular economy and material flow analysis. Out of this analysis of existing 
initiatives key common corner stones/stepping stones for a shared vision could be 
derived. This will contribute to the vision document that was requested by the 
OECD/UNEP Conference on Resource Efficiency, held in Paris, April 2008. 

Based on existing studies the following questions will be answered: 

• What are the facts and figures about resource use? (Current use of resources 
in metric tons and hectares of land, loss in resources, costs due to 
unsustainable resource management, causes of the deterioration/depletion of 
the resource base…) 

• What are the trends for the next 10-50 years? (Increasing demands, including 
growth of new economies, anticipated role of technology that can alleviate 
environmental impacts of resource use, competing claims between resource 
users, drivers for resource use) 

• What is the outlook for resource management? (implications of resource 
management on the different pillars of sustainability, challenges ahead, 
strategic visions on the overall issue of sustainable resource management…)  

The result of this assignment, which will be a report of maximum 20 - 25 pages, should 
pave the way for a deep and close collaboration between the Resource Panel and the 
World Watch Institute. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V.   World Watch Institute  
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  Annex 1:  Cooperation with the Resource Panel, from the 
Secretariat of the World Resources Forum 
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